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very parents' of the Universe (Vagarthavlva samprinkhnt
Vrtgariha-Praiipattaye. Jagatah pitarau Vande Pawati-Pam-
mcsvarau ). It may be noted that even in his poetical flights
Kalidasa does not soar away from truth and philosophy. He
treats Vak or Word as Prakriti and its inner meaning or
thought as the Purusha (Siva) who vitalises Prakriti
( Parvati) as Sakti. But the ecstasy of mere poetic fervour
is not always a sure approach to Truth, The poet IA of im-
agination all compact " with " his eyes in fine frenzy rolling "
misses the vision of Truth. It is left to the Rishi or the Seer
of the Rig Veda to grasp the Truth of the matter, that of the
mysterious relationship between Thought and Word.
My topic is ancient Sanskrit literature and the suggestion
that it may give for the evolution of new literary forms-.
The subject is too vast and deep to be treated adequately
within the limits prescribed by this Conference, I can only
hope to touch its mere fringe on the present occasion.
I take the Veda as setting the norm or standard to which
later Sanskrit literature conforms and corresponds* Indeed
the Rig Veda is the root of the entire Tree of Knowledge
represented In the vast body of Sanskrit literature in ail
its offshoots, branches and ramifications. The Rig Veda
(I, 164, 45) states how only a fourth of cosmic Thought
is captured by the language of Man which is called the
Laukiki-Bhasha* It states the philosophical position that
what is rendered explicit and manifest in the creation is only
a fragment of the Implicit or the Absolute. The Absolute
cannot be bound by the limitations of language*
Therefore, the Rig Veda devotes itself to making the best
of the fundamental limitations attaching to language as the
vehicle of Thought, First, Thought has to be comprehended
in its entirety. The means of this comprehension are to be
found in sustained and concentrated contemplation of Truth
or Thought. Such contemplation depends upon the disci-
pline and training of the mind. The training of the mind
means its progressive detachment from Matter, contact with
which contaminates the Mind. This process of purification
of the Mind is the process by which the individual mind or
sool is joined with the Universal Mmd or Over-soul. By this
constant conjunction (Yoga<}:witli the Universal Mind that